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At Roseberry Primary & Nursery, we provide a high quality inclusive 

education in a safe and nurturing environment, to inspire our pupils 

to foster a love for learning which enables them to achieve their full 

potential, and equipping them with the skills to adapt in our ever-

changing world. 

 

Together we achieve more! 



 

Roseberry Primary and Nursery School 

From the 2014 National Curriculum 

English has a pre-eminent place in education and in society. A high-quality education in 

English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their 

ideas and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can 

communicate with them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop 

culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually. Literature, especially, plays a 

key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to 

build on what they already know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully 

as a member of society; pupils, therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently 

and confidently are effectively disenfranchised. 

Aims  

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of 
language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong command of the spoken and written 
word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. 
The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding  

  develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information  

  acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  

  appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage  

  write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for 
a range of contexts, purposes and audiences  

  use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly 
their understanding and ideas  

  are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, 
demonstrating to others and participating in debate.  

 

Children across the school are taught in a daily English lesson which lasts approximately an 

hour.  

Reading 



A home reading scheme is operated from Reception through to Year 6, whereby children 
bring home books to share with their families on a regular basis. As well as giving children 
time to enjoy reading, this gives the school and parents a regular way of communicating 
about their child’s reading. Instilling a love of reading is an important aim of our reading 
curriculum, so children are provided with opportunities throughout the week to read for 
pleasure. Once children have completed the reading scheme, they can choose books from a 
classroom selection as well as from the library.  

Whole class guided reading takes place daily from Year 1 onwards. This provides all children 
with an opportunity to be involved in reading on a daily basis. (see separate policy) 
 
A ‘Class Reader’ is also used to encourage children’s enjoyment of literature. This is read 
regularly to the children by the class teacher. Teachers will also plan lessons in grammar, 
comprehension and writing linked to this text.  
 
In order to ensure we provide an English curriculum rich with high-quality texts and 

prominent authors, we use the Pie Corbett Literature Spine as a basis for our choice of texts 

throughout the school.  

Reading Comprehension activities are planned weekly within the English lesson and/or 
whole class reading sessions from Y1 to Year 6.  
 
Children are introduced to the school reading comprehension questions types which link 
into assessment domains for reading in KS1 and this is continued through to KS2.  
 
Each class in KS1 and KS2 have a specific time where they can visit the school library and 
choose a book to take home. We have trained pupil librarians and they operate a 
computerised system where children are allocated a book using barcode scanners.  
All children were taken to the Pelton Library by staff during 2014 and were given a library 

card to encourage families to make more use of our local library facilities.  

We have paired classes up across the school to provide children with an opportunity to 

share books with other children. This enjoyable, weekly activity builds confidence and 

strengthens relationships between pupils. 

Staff are encouraged to display a photograph of the book they are currently reading at 

home to show children that adults also read for pleasure.  

Phonics 

The Letters and Sounds phonics programme is introduced in EYFS and continued throughout 
the Foundation Stage and Year 1. It focuses on phoneme / grapheme recognition and the 
strategies of blending to read and segmenting to spell. Children in KS1 receive 4 sessions of 
30 minutes of focussed teaching, learning and assessment.  
 
Regular assessment ensures children who at not working at an appropriate level access 
intervention groups. 



 
Children in KS2 who still have need for phonics teaching are identified through regular 
assessment and taught by teaching assistants using the Read Write Inc programme as an 
intervention strategy.  
 
 
Spelling 
From Year 2 onwards, children have a daily 30 minute ‘Word Fun’ session. They are taught 
spelling strategies and rules taken from the new National Curriculum following the No 
Nonsense Spelling Programme.  
 
Writing 

The use of engaging, relevant and high quality texts is central to our writing curriculum. 
These act as stimuli for children to develop and explore their writing skills. Children write for 
purpose wherever possible usually on a theme linked to a cross curricular unit of work.  

We actively seek out other inspiring stimuli for children to use in their writing. This has 
included a school treasure hunt, an ‘alien crash landing’ on the school field, whole school 
visits to local museums, visitors in school and use of the outdoors environment when 
possible.  

In EYFS, KS1 and lower KS2, teachers follow the structure of Pie Corbett’s Talk for Writing for 
some fiction and non-fiction units.  
 
The progression in writing is as follows 
 

1. Imitation – this is the ability to learn stories so that the child has a bank of tales they 
know by heart. This begins with the teacher telling the story and the children joining 
in until they know the story. Various techniques are used to achieve this including 
story maps, actions, whole class, paired and individual retelling and lots of drama 
experiences.  

2. Innovation – children use the story they have learnt but change part of it to make 
the story their own. This can include substitutions of characters or setting, additions 
of descriptions, altering character traits or openings and endings or a change of 
viewpoint.  

3. Invention – children make up their own stories. This is done as a whole class, in 
groups or pairs or by individuals. Children are given a starting points and basic plot 
suggestions.   

 
Although the above has a basis in narrative writing, the same teaching and learning 
structure is also followed in non-fiction teaching.  
 
Grammar and Punctuation 
 
This is taught as a discreet 30 minute lesson at least once a week in KS1 and 2. The school is 
following the 2014 National Curriculum requirements. Children are given a half termly test 
using the Rising Stars Grammar tests.  
 



Handwriting – see separate handwriting policy.  
The Role of ICT 
 
ICT is used to support our teaching and to motivate children’s learning. The 
interactive whiteboards are used for writing information and for sharing texts, 
pictures, other children work and video clips. The wide variety of programmes we have 
available are also used to extend and reinforce children learning. The use of video and 
digital cameras is also becoming very much part of our curriculum. 
 
Assessment 
 
Currently, we assess children’s writing every term, or half termly in some instances, using a 
selection of children’s current writing.  
We assign a ‘step’ to the children’s writing using the writing assessment sheets produced by 
Durham LA.  
Teachers and teaching assistants attend a moderation meeting where all staff level and 
discuss a piece of writing from each year group to ensure effective and consistent levelling.  
Children’s results are inputted into PTT for reading and writing to enable staff to track and 
monitor progress. Pupil progress meetings are held every term for staff to identify good 
progress or highlight those children who need an additional intervention.  
 
Parental Involvement 
 

Parents are regularly encouraged to support their children’s reading. We invite families to 
celebrate whole school events with us, such as World Book Day and Bedtime Stories Day. In 
EYFS, regular Jackanory sessions are held for parents and carers to attend. Phonics 
workshops are arranged upon entry into Reception to enable parents to have the correct 
information in order to support their child at home with early reading. All children from 
Reception to Y6 have a home reading folder where parents are encouraged to make 

comments after listening to their child read.  

Homework 
Children are given a piece of English homework every week to consolidate work done in 
school. Parents have the opportunity to comment upon the homework their child has been 
given in the homework books to ensure effective home school communication.  
 
Mrs E Dunn 
To be reviewed February 2019 
 
 


